Interview,with|Mr/JeremyYoung

ot

Political’AssistantEducation Bureau
———— _

% | English’Across Curriculum
Intenvie@wit_@ Professor/Jeffrey Cheung./

— -

Outstanding’Alumni Series

e

English Day;

lai Chack Middle School
€nglish Department

Cover designed by Cheung Wing Sum (3A)






On| beh
welcome youtothe 3idlissue ofl Spotlight: the annual
Englishrmagazine sheweasingl snapshots: of our
StudentstachievementsrAsttherRrincipali Ik amiVenRy,
proudieifhavingrarteamreifdedicatedrand deveted
Englishirteachersaviiercontibutertheirdiligence and
concened eiontsiterealizing eurdreams:

!

!

\

\

!

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

dEeamingr BeyondrBeundares:; as ener o oul
Schieel'Sf Mot ConCErSs, IS the theme of this
ISSUE IS thiSSfuItiuRyear Werhiave macdereveny,
EndeavoeUr te) Create; OpPPERUNItIES, for ouUr Students
ter gor beyond any: hoerders: te gain: diverserlearning
EXPELIENCESH cless:curnictlairEnglishiday; exchange
pregremme; ter LiszerMiddlerScheol off BEijing, life
wider learmngl day, and theraction research proeject
in- collaberaten Withr ther Faculty  off Education) of
HKOFallFaim:at helpingl U students) te; BECOmME
mereraware thatthererane multiplenvaysieitlearning:
Withrtheintegration ot generic skillsyvalues and
attitudes; tor key  learningl EXPERENCES) WE! iave
takenl arbigr steprienyard tewards achieving whole
persentdevelopmentsand enhancingfstudents quest
\f\gr knewledgerand respoensibilities: Mhe: KRV data
this year is proef off these improvements in the
domains ofl management & organization, learning

/mn-n)a/vz gau /Aflixvz

Principal
Lairehack Middle  Scheel

of Lai Chack Middle School, | warmly

& teaching), student; suppert & scheoll ethes and
Student perfermance: My compliments; arer net just
torthe whiele team) off teaching| staff; but alse) te eur
Scheell Supenviser, M Lau Kwek=wai, whe effered
ushinvaluableradvice infadepting) & hiumanistic
appreachiingthie provision eff education with “heart:.
His full'suppernt behind the stager hass rendered! the
wheleischoollmementumite face any challenges. LLai
Chiackiisimoreithan just a schooel: We are allfa family;
werking|tegetherto) providerquality/education for: our:
next generation:

Qur taskiis challenging. | amf confident that; eur
Strong prefessional team: can continue te: build en
itS) suceesses andimeet thel changing needs) and
EXpPEctations; infthe eral off reformk. It is always our
expectation that eur students willl maker most; eut
offwhat is; effered tor them: and" develop their skills
i communication, leadership; creativity: and ability,
tor sustaintlifezlong learingrin the meantime. IFam
loeking ferwvard teranether fruitiul and eventfullyear
filled with challenges and oppertunitiesiahead:

Spotlightwillftellfyour moerer abeut oul scheolfas well
as thennspirations we offered te eurstudents. | hope
you willfind reading|thisimagazine enjoyable!



INTERVIEW WITH

Echoing the theme of this year, “Learning Beyond Boundaries”, we are honoured to have an interview
with Mr Jeremy Young to broaden our horizons. The interview took place on 24th May, 2011 and it was
extremely kind of Mr Young to visit our school in person. The atmosphere during the whole interview was
fun and inspiring as Mr Young was easy-going and yet provided us with tons of precious advice on our
study and career path. The most impressive moment was when Mr Young offered us an off-the-record
sharing period even after the official interview time! We really felt his passion in inspiring youngsters.
More to the point, he had even brought a book with him for the interview and recommended it to us! The
interview proved to be an intellectual experience full of surprises!
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| am very happy to have the opportunity to chat with you. If | have to give you some suggestions,
| would say try to find your own interest because that will shape everything you do, for
example, the way you ask questions, the way you sit, the way you look, and the things you do.
All that will help shape your deep and core interest and that should not be the same among
you. | really would encourage each and every student to go back home, shut yourself in a
room and think again what you really want to do and why. This is the book that | am reading
right now. | wish and hope students and parents would read it. It's about finding your own

interest. This is why | would also urge students to look beyond Hong Kong because Hong
Kong used to be an isolated fishing port. After the handover, many opportunities lie in

front of us. That is our immediate future. We should look beyond that from Asia Pacific

to the world. You can learn any language and understand any culture if you let go of

your ego, self pride, or certain obsolete values. And here comes your success!

Good afternoon, Mr Young. On behalf of the editorial
team of our English magazine Spotlight, we are very
pleased to have the honor of interviewing you. ‘Political
Assistant’ is quite a new term to us. Could you share
with us anything interesting about your job?

Well, this is my fourth job as | worked in various
fields in different countries as different roles after
graduation. So what is a Political Assistant? My
role as a Political Assistant is to provide a better
understanding of the political requests of different
parties, such as teachers, students, parents, and
district councils. What | do is to understand them and
consolidate all the opinions and provide feedback to
the secretaries, so when they are making decisions,
they will know what type of support they will be getting
and what type of challenges they will be facing.

We are quite interested to know if you had a dream
when you were a kid. What was your dream?

Well, | would say that I'm not the type of person that
has a very clear mind on what | want to do in my life
exactly. | simply look at my dad and say to myself
that | want to be better than him. It's a goal because
| think he has been my role model so | set him as my
target. If | can fulfill what he has done or is doing, I'll
be happy.
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The Elewent: How
Finding Your
Passion Ciranges
Everytiving

Could you share the most
impressive experience you
had at school with us?

| remember when | was ten, my father worked in
Beijing and instead of flying back and forth, my family
decided to move to Beijing and that meant | had to
switch schools. From a class of 40 students, | was
placed in a class of ‘non-English-speaking’ students,
and there were only two girls, one teacher, plus
me. Those two girls were from the Philippines and
a country that | didn’t know. They both spoke fluent
Mandarin and very good English. I, being the ‘most-
Chinese’ student, was so shocked. | remember on the
first day of school, | couldn’t even ask the teachers
nor the students where the washroom was due to
the language barrier and so | had to use my body
language to help them understand.

What is the key to success in learning English in a
non-native English speaking society?

That's a great question. Well, it’s not just about
English but a foreign language. First thing that life
lesson has taught me is that you have to put aside
your pride and ego. You have to put them all inside
a box and throw it away. You have to tell people that
you're here to learn the culture and the language,
so teach me! Anything from ABC to 123! If you don't,
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you'll be stuck. Every
day that goes by
without your asking
for help makes it even
harder for you to ask
for help later in time
because at the back
of your mind, you'll
think ‘Why didn’t | ask
yesterday?’

What qualities and skills
are important for teenagers to become successful
individuals, especially under the New Academic
Structure?

The word ‘learn’ means understanding why you need to
learn, and enhance what you've learnt. Once you have
the desire to know something, you have to create a plan
on how to achieve your goal. For instance, the purpose
of learning is not only to get into university but to realize
the value of doing it. When you know something that
others don't, then you are in an advanced position. 20
years ago, people could just memorize what was in the
books and they could pass the exam. However, the
world has changed; information and data are no longer
the answer. In fact, it is so cheap and even free that
you can google everything on the Internet nowadays.
The key to learning now becomes how to filter so
much information into something that is meaningful. So
searching, analysing, filtering information into meaningful
messages and arguments would be the key to learning
successfully. It is very important that you know how to
critically analyze the source of the information.




Professor Cheung
has returned to Hong Kong and is now a Visiting

Professor at the Baptist University. It was our great honour to have the chance to
conduct an interview with Professor Cheung. Here is an excerpt of the conversation. o

You graduated from Lai Chack Middle School in the 60s. We
wonder how school life in Lai Chack was like back then. Did
you have a great time?

| had a really great time. | came to Hong Kong after | finished
my 8th grade in Shanghai. When | first came, Lai Chack was
the only school that had a place for me on probation. | was
very grateful to have this opportunity to study. | had never
said enough thanks to Lai Chack Middle School and the
many great teachers | met there.

What was the most unforgettable
moment when you were in Lai Chack?

The most unforgettable was the
English lesson during the first
week. In Hong Kong, students
started to learn English in the first
grade, so other classmates were
9 years ahead of me. We had
English dictation in the first week.

I had only started learning English

for 1 week, so | didn't know a word.
The policy of our English teacher was

that for every spelling mistake, she would
take off 3 points. In my very first test, | made 33 errors, so 99
marks were deducted. | scored 1 point in my very first test. |
will never forget that.

After graduation, you studied Chemistry in UCLA and you
have earned a doctoral degree in Chemistry. Later you joined
the Rockwell International Science Center to do research.
Why did you become a scientist?

| was interested in science when | was a child. It was almost
automatic. The reason | took chemistry rather than physics
or engineering was that in my freshman year, | had a very
good teacher in chemistry. He was very influential to me in
choosing my career. It was the same for graduate school. |
had a really nice thesis adviser. He is a great man.

We know that you are an expert in origami too. What is so
interesting and fascinating about paper folding? How does it
help you with your career as a scientist?

| started paper folding when 1 just finished kindergarten. |
was sick for about 1 semester and | stayed at home. My

mother’s best friend came to visit me

twice a week and taught me paper folding.
When | resumed my schoolwork, | became
very popular because | knew paper folding.

I have been doing paper folding for almost 60
years. Paper folding helps me to see and visualize

things. | can see through many steps without writing them
down. | can do a mathematics equation just in my mind and |
can design a machine from step one to end without a pen.

Now you have returned to Hong Kong and are a physics
professor at Hong Kong Baptist University. What do you
think about students in Hong Kong?

Students in Hong Kong are very attentive in the classroom.
My class runs from 6:30 to 9:30p.m. It's just after dinner but
they are always attentive. They never argue with me. The
downside is they never ask questions. | know they have
problems. | say if you have problems, my office is always
open. Just come and see me. They never do so. | don’t know
why. They are very passive.

What would you like to say to all the Lai Chack students?

I'll tell you 5 things. First, you have to have very keen
observation. Look around you all the time. See what's odd
and ask yourself why. The second is curiosity. Now you
have the iPhone, iPod Touch... so you can go online and
find out the answers to your questions. This way, you can
broaden your knowledge base. The third, which | think is the
most important and most difficult, is association. You try to
put different things together and argue that they are similar.
When you do that, you can always breed new ideas and
connect all the dots. The fourth is visualization. You have
to be able to see through things and every step

in your mind without actually doing it. When =
| try to figure out some paper folding, | do ‘

the folding in my mind. | can see the
paper coming alive all by itself. When
you can do these four things, finally
do everything with passion. You have

to fall for what you do. Passion can
be contagious too. With a group of
people, | can feed passion to you and
back and forth. It will grow.
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Embracing the Attainable Ideal of
Lai Chack and Li Ze

Modern education stipulates that stepping out of
campus to grip hand-on experience by witnessing
what is going on and feeling what it is like in
person is no less important than studying in the
classroom. Lai Chack Middle School (LCMS)
relishes the same idea. It is always seeking
high and low to provide students with chances
to learn beyond boundaries and broaden their
horizons. Smooth implementation and
successful conclusion of the

exchange programme with

Holy Innocents’ High

School in Singapore

was a significant boost

showing that the school

was on
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the right track and moving in the clear direction.
While thinking of other settings for students to
explore uncharted territories, we came across Li Ze
Middle School Attached to Capital Normal University
Beijing (Li Ze). Besides the namesake of one another
(both bear the very same name in Chinese E &),
the schools have a lot about education in common
and pursue the same mission. The conception
of becoming like-minded partners and bonding
fraternity was appealing.

In late January 2011, after wide-ranging talks and
candid discussions between the two sides, an
agreement was inked by Mr Zang Furen, Principal
of Li Ze and Mr Tsang Yau-shing, Principal of LCMS
in Beijing. A three year programme for the initial
phase was mapped out. Exchange on teaching
methodologies, information and personnel would be
carried out. Cooperation would be facilitated through
advantage sharing.

Meticulous and thorough preparations which involved

frequent and extensive correspondence between

the two schools were made. Detailed operational
plans were drawn up. Promising hopefuls were
shortlisted for interview and screening in order
to select qualified candidates for the exchange
programme.

During Easter, thirty-one students and five
teachers, bubbling with excitement and
expectation, glowing with joy and pleasure,
made their way to Beijing for a seven day
stay. The hosts in Li Ze greeted the arrival of
LCMS students and teachers with a broad
and hearty welcome. The thirty-one inquisitive
young minds and five curious mature hearts
were wowed, astounded and astonished at the




ing Beyond Boundaries

Leaming

Band Together
-

extensive facilities on the spacious campus. It is
the envy of Hong Kong students, though Li Ze's
grounds are of average size by local standard.

Lai Chack students were paired up with peers
from Li Ze. They got into the classroom and
learned the lessons the Beijing way. It was quite an
experience. Seeing eye to eye on many aspects,
having common topics, struggling for the same
ideals and coping with identical stress in studies,
the youngsters soon found that they hit it off. A
spirit of intimate friendship developed.

No way would LCMS teachers, with a learning
and unassuming mind, lag behind their students.

They made class visits to experience different and
contrasting teaching. Chatting and sharing views
with their counterparts in Li Ze presented fresh and
even wider perspectives.

A trip to Beijing would never be complete and
would be profound and lifelong regret without
eyeing the world renowned spots. Wangfujing
Street, Tian’'anmen Square, Forbidden City,
Summer Palace, Temple of Heaven, Badaling
Great Wall, Bird's Nest - National Stadium, Water
Cube — National Aquatics Centre and 798 Art
District are all proof with footprints left by Lai
Chack students and teachers as they took in the
spectacular and panoramic views.

The exchange programme to Beijing has been
imprinted on LCMS students’ and teachers’ minds
and will retain a precious and affectionate memory.
What they have brought back are different learning
styles and hospitality extended by Li Ze. The
trip has turned over a new leaf and symbolizes a
major step forward and further for LCMS. It has
pioneering and historic significance and deserves
a chronicle. It personifies Lai Chack’s aspiration
to quench students’ intense thirst for knowledge
and gratify their passionate desire to learn
beyond boundaries. Now possessing wider and
comprehensive vision, LCMS students will ever
and ever have a competitive edge in their studies,
personal growth and character development.
Having a more open and accommodating mind
and attitude towards people and things around is
the most prized asset they would highly value.
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The successful completion of
the two-year QEF-funded professional
development and research project, promoting
New Literacies in Hong Kong Schools, conducted by
the Faculty of Education, The University of Hong Kong, has
proved to be a fruitful experience for both junior form students
and all English teachers. In 2010, we have moved to a new era of
further developing our students and teachers through the participation
of an action research conducted by Dr Jasmine Luk, also from the
Faculty of Education, The University of Hong Kong. The research named
Integrating Culture and English Language Education at Senior Secondary
Level in Hong Kong Through Popular Cultural Texts aims to investigate the
existing perceptions and practices of a group of native speakers (NETs) and
local English teachers (LETs) towards integrating culture and English language
education (ELE) through popular cultural texts; to examine any changes in the
teachers’ perceptions and practices as a result
of increased understanding of methods
to read texts critically and NET-LET
collaboration; and to analyze the
impact of culture-integrated
text-mediated ELE on
students’ intercultural
literacy practices and
sense of global
identities.

Many people think that
learning a second language
such as English is about
learning its grammar, vocabulary
and pronunciation. These are of
j course very important as they are
ad the nuts and bolts we use to create
utterances. However, we need knowledge
beyond grammar, vocabulary and pronunciation
to function effectively as a second language user
which involves being able to make sense to, and of,
other people that do not share our mother tongue.
This knowledge can be generally labelled as cultural
knowledge. For example, we need cultural knowledge
to decide whether to address a new acquaintance by
his/her first name or family name in order not to sound
too intimate or too distant. AlImost everybody knows
the expression ‘Thank you’ but it takes subtle cultural
knowledge and awareness to decide when, and when
not to use it.

It is stated in the 2007 Curriculum and Assessment
Guide for Senior Secondary English that a major aim
for learning English is to enable students to extend
their knowledge and experience of the cultures of other
people. Here, we should note the plural form of the
word cultures. We are not looking at just the English
culture, or even English cultures, but cultures of the
world through English. We rely on English to fulfil
this essential task because English is, without doubt,
still the most widely used language for international
communication.
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It is with great pleasure that the
English teachers at Lai Chack,
being well-versed in this global
trend and curriculum orientation
to put premium on developing
students’ intercultural awareness,
have voluntarily participated in our

project to investigate how English ; )
learning, intercultural awareness, and Dy Jasimine [k, fas
critical thinking skills could be developed by The University BB
engaging students with analyzing the language of Hong Kong |
and content of popular cultural texts such as
advertisements, TV commercials, comics, and
reviews. Popular cultural texts are used because of their
high relevance to students’ everyday lives. Students come
into contact with all sorts of popular culture outside school

every day, but they need professional guidance on how to

be a sensible cultural consumer.

The project is funded by the University Grant
Committee’s General Research Grant. With enthusiastic
support from the Principal and the English Panel
Head, Ms Cherry Wong, we began data collection with
Ms Fion Li and Miss Cheryl Ng in November, 2010.
The project is expected to be carried on for at least
one more year. | look forward to sharing with you
interesting findings from the project later on.

wiriten by Dr Jasmme Luk, ASs/siant Proféssor,
LIvision of Enghsh Language Eaticalion, Faculy of
Eaucation, 7rme University of Horng Kong
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PoP. CULTURE = ADVERTSEMENT

The English Week 2011 took place from 1 March
to 7 March 2011. To integrate elements of the
New Senior Secondary (NSS) Curriculum

into daily learning of LCMS students,

the theme of this year was Pop Culture —
Advertisements and TV Commercials. During

the English Week, different activities related

to advertising were held, including English
Broadcast, Song Dedication, Game Counter
and Brilliant Commercial Competition.

After in-depth exposure, students have learnt
more about the advertising industry, like various
types of advertisements; what crucial elements
should be included in print advertisements and TV
commercials; how to produce a print advertisement
and TV commercials; and the impacts of
advertising.
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AND 1V CoMmMERCIALS

The Brilliant Commercial Competition

One of the highlights of the English Week

was The Brilliant Commercial Competition.

It provided students with the invaluable

opportunity to demonstrate their talents and
enthusiasm in producing TV commercials.

Students from various classes, both from

\ junior and senior forms, turned their
creative ideas into different humorous,

compelling and innovative commercials.

After thorough selection

gf”- by the teachers, seven
,,,f" of these commercials
were nominated to

/ enter the final of the
Brilliant Commercial
Competition.
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The Rationale

In response to EDB'’s fine-tuning of the
MOI policy, the English Department has
taken up a leading role in promoting the
teaching and learning of English Across
Curriculum (EAC) in a school wide
approach. English Across Curriculum
refers to the practice through which the
study and use of the English language
take place throughout the curriculum.
Its purpose is to maximize the exposure
of junior form students to English both
inside and outside the classroom, so
as to facilitate their transition to senior
secondary or post-secondary education.
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EAC AND ENGLIsY DAY

Implementation

With the collaboration of teachers of various subject areas, 4 \
an alignment of the curriculum is done on selected 3
modules. Our goal of teaching EAC modules is to
create more opportunities for students to use English
to learn subject knowledge in a progressive manner
that best suits their learning needs and ability, thus
increasing their exposure to the English language.
With a view to further sustaining students’ interest

in learning, EAC modules are supplemented to the
“English Day” on which activities are all based on
the same themes. Besides, students are given an
“English Day Passport” for recording their progress and
performance. They crowd around the stars of the day
and enjoy chatting with teachers and students in English.

.
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Owr Science Star-
Mr Jim, LU Chawn-yue

EAC Book Exhibition

Owr Matigy Stawr -
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& Since the first launch of the English

Day, both students and teachers

were impressed by the inspiring talk

show on the air between our student

hosts and our stars. One of the most

memorable talks has to be the one on

our first ever English Day — Lai Chack

Adventure. To mark the milestone of

the establishment of the EAC modules

and English Day, our respectable Principal

Mr Tsang was invited to be our first Star of the

English Day. Here’s an excerpt of the sharing by
our Principal:

o
[ ) I've been listening to students talking on Wish in
English for quite some time. They have done a
[ great job helping to promote English learning
® in our school. I'm excited about having this
chance to talk to you on the English Day. What
() an experience! I'm glad to see our students try
hard in speaking English. A good beginning is
o half done! As you know, English is absolutely
not something from the outer space
® that is distant. It’s not just in our life;
o it's a great part of our life! There’s
® no dgnymg t.hat English is an
international language. It's

Get ready withv our Englisiv passports

also one of the official languages in Hong Kong. In order
to achieve a better command of English, students must
have more exposure to the language. Listen to English
and speak. Don’t worry about making mistakes. We all
make mistakes when we learn English. Another good
and easy way to boost your English is to speak English
among yourselves. Speak to your classmates and friends
at school. You really can help each other. All of you
can benefit from it. I'm always happy to have students
speaking to me in English when we meet in school!

Smiley faces ot tive Prize
Redemption Covnter



h, the English Department collaborates with other subject teachers
solidate and create a new and yet inspiring practice called “English Across
urriculum”. Every English Day, different teachers are interviewed by students based
on a theme selected by our department. From this experience, students are delighted
to discover new and interesting facts about their favourite teachers. Teachers share
knowledge about their subjects and how they can help students relate it to their everyday
life. The goal of the interview is to help strengthen students’ interest in English and more
importantly to gain exposure of English across different subjects within our school.

“Hi, | am Ms Lee Yuk-ching and head of the Biology
Department. Today, | would like to share with

you the importance of Christmas and why we
all like celebrating it. Do you know that we
are celebrating Jesus Christ’s birthday during
Christmas but not
Santa Claus’?”

Ms Lee Yuk -ching
Star of Religious
Studies

€ s Ze [y
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/‘Hi students! Science is extraordinary! You can learn many

things about the world and how they come into theory. The
world revolves around
science!”

Mr Jim, Li Chun-yue
Star of Science

N Ty,

“Good afternoon students! | am not only a Mathematics
teacher but also the Counselling Master at Lai Chack Middle

School. | like eating a lot! In my

spare time, | often like to cook
and search for new recipes.
Cooking is my hobby!”

[
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M Mr Stanley, Chung Chi-yuen ,‘
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Star of Home €conomics



“Is learning Mathematics difficult? Of course
not! If you pay attention in class, follow
your Maths teacher’s instructions and finish
your homework

on time, you
can learn a
Mr Chan Man-to

Star of

Mathematics

“Good afternoon! Liberal Studies is a
challenging subject. You need to have the
background knowledge of all subjects and learn
how to apply it to your life. In your spare time,
you need to update your life
from time to time. | would
strongly advise students to

read newspaper.” Ms Tang See-kay

Star of Liberal
Studies

“If you want to know how important sport is to us,
just do it. If you are just trying to maintain good health,
you can do 30 minutes of light exercise, such as jogging,
3 times a week. If you are trying to build muscle, go to the
gym and lift weights
at least 3 times a
week. Be sure to
Mr Law Kam-cheun have a protein

Star of Physical g N rich diet too.”

€ducation




WoRKPLACE
CoMmMUNICATIoN PRoGRAMME

During the summer holiday, students learnt to appreciate the
foundations of theatre performances and components held by Hong
Kong Arts Centre. Students learnt to communicate and use English
effectively through speech and body language. The vision of this
year’s English camp was to help students improve their leadership,
team-building and self-confidence skills in English through modern
drama. Students expressed themselves linguistically through
meaningful activities and presentation. Among their discovery, a
native English teacher shared her experiences with our students
and carried out different activities for our students to help them
experience western-cultivated drama collaboratively. Towards
the end of the camp, students were asked to recite the stage
techniques they had acquired and perform
a variety of different scenes

from movies such as

Titanic.

As a continuum of last year’s Public Speaking and
Debating Workshop, the Diversity Learning Grant we
received this year provides our S4 and S5 students
an opportunity to participate in a new course named
Workplace Communication Programme. The programme
served as a direct consolidation of their knowledge
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gained in one of the NSS electives, Learning English
through Workplace Communication. Besides, it has
improved students’ oral and communication skills,
especially in English. The learning process was dynamic
and focused that helped to build up students’ confidence
and improve their examination skills.




STUDENTS ACHIEVEMENTS

Over 80 students took the chance to
show their excellent public speaking skills
in the 62nd Speech Festival. Their hard
work and talents were recognized with
the achievement of 29 merits awards
and 15 proficiency awards. Among all,
William, Li Yu of S.5A1 was awarded the
third prize. The S1 choral speaking team
also continued the success of their senior

fellow students last year and received the merit
award in our second attempt in the category
of mixed voices (choral speaking). In addition,
in the English Writing Contest 2011 organized
by the Australia Education Link, 14 students
captured the judges’ nod with their sharing on
an unforgettable experience. Their eloquence
won them each an acceptance award.
Congratulations go to Dysis, Pan Yuqing of
4A1 whose work was chosen as one of the
200 finalists.

Our Cover Designer

/ Our cover designer, Cheung Wing-sum from 3A, is a talented
young artist who has actively participated in public art
competitions and events. Recently, she has been
invited to share her award winning drawing on TVB.
Most of all, she has received an award at the Indian
Embassy in Hong Kong. At school, she.has

participated in numerous English events. She
is the narrator of 3A’'s advertising video/at The
Brilliant Commercial Competition in English
Week and a student helper of English Day
activities.




62"d Speech Festival

English Solo-Verse Speaking

5A1 William, Li Yu 3rd Prize
1C Leung, Hok-kiu Merit
1C Ng Yin-leung Merit
2A Miku, Chau Tsz-lam Merit
2A Autin, Chung Ching-yi Merit
3A Becky, Tang Man-ting Merit
3A Sherma, Leung Ka-yi Merit
3A Wesley, Lee Tsz-ching Merit
3B Rice, Lam Yuk-shan Merit
3B Phoebe, Wang Hant-ting Merit
3B Santos, Chan Chi-hang Merit
4A1 Anita, Ip Nga-lai Merit
4A1 Dysis, Pan Yuging Merit
4A1 Michelle, Lee Hoi-mei Merit Mixed Voice Choral Speaking
4A1 Kelly, Chan Ching-kit Merit 1A Joyce, Chan Ho-yi
4A1 Maya, Chan Yung-yung Merit 1A Cathy, Cheung Tan-ying
4A1 Mandy, Kwok Yin-man Merit 1A Albee, Ho Hong-yi
4A1 Cass, Tang Tsz-kwan Merit 1A Annie, Lam On-ni
4A1 Moon, Cheung Kar-wai Merit 1A Katrina, Leung Tsz-ki
4A2 Rainky, Yeung Chuk-kwan Merit 1A Yanie, Mok Ki-shan
4A2 Chloe, To Chui-yi Merit 1A Olivia, Ng Chee-yan
4A2 Arienne, Si Ka-wai Merit 1A Macy, Xu Yang-lan
5A1 Cody, Li Chuigiong Merit 1A Wendy, Ye Jiawen
5A1 Karenna, Lee Wing-yee Merit 1A Sun, Yuen Fung-yee
5A1 Joanna, Tsoi Hung-sze Merit 1A Tiger, Ma Tiege
5A1 Billy, Lo Chun-wai Merit 1A Manton, Sin Man-fung
5A2 Kristy, Cheng Suet-ching Merit 1A Alan, Wong Ka-fai
5A2 Zoe, So Sze-man Merit 1A Kurt, Wong Lap-kit
5B Selina, Tong Yin Merit 1A Andy, Yau Ka-chuen _
1C Adam, Tang Ho-long Proficiency 1A Aaron, Zhou Jianchao Merit
2A Winnie, Lei Meng-wai Proficiency 1B Zita, Fung Yan-tung
2B Tsang Sze-ho Proficiency LB Az Cleng
- 1B Kelly, Lam Ka-lee

2B Ng Ka-yuk Proficiency - S
3A Yan, Chan Po-yan Proficiency 1B Miki, Lau Mei-ki .
3AAnn, Chan To Proficiency 18 Sally, Yeung Nga-lai

i . 1B Jack, Kwong Ka-kit
3A Dick, Chong Tsun-ho Proficiency 1B Luke, Luk Siu-yung
3B Alfred, Cheung Ying-hong Proficiency 1B Gary, Yung Man-tai
3C Wu Ka-man Proficiency 1B Yoyo, Wong Chun-sang
4A1 Miki, Lung Sui-shan Proficiency 1B Peter, Lui Yiu-wai
4A2 Natalie, Lu Shu-miao Proficiency 1B Jared, Lam Shun-nang
5A2 Miaka, Yau Sai-nam Proficiency 1B Tommy, Poon Kwong-wai
5A2 Moon, Wong Hing-wun Proficiency 1B Ken, So Chi-fung
5B Pinky, Pat Hoi-wing Proficiency 1B Jackit, Ip Pei-kit
5B Amy, Tsao Chia-chien Proficiency 1B Kenneth, Pang Kam-to

English Writing Contest 2011 by the Australia,Education Link

4A1 Dysis, Pan Yuqing 4A1 Maya, Chan Yung-yung
4A1 June, Gan Junjun

1A Wendy, Yip Ka-man 4A1 Can, Deng Yangi

1A Annie, Lam On-ni 5A1 Charlene, Mak Ka-yan

1A Albee, Ho Hong-yi 5A1 Dennis, Kan Kam-shing

3A Echo, Wu Xin-xuan 5A1 Joanna, Tsoi Hung-sze

3A Cecilia, Tse Oi-sze 5A1 Smith, Leung Tung-chiu

3A Becky, Tang Man-ying 5B Selina, Tong Yin
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retful Thing 1 Have Done

Cammi, Tang Tsz-tan 2A )

The Most RedY

In my life, | have done the most regretful thing. It happened when | was ten years old. That year,
my father sent me a beautiful pen as a birthday present. | was happy and excited. The next day,
| went to school and showed it to my classmates, and also my best friend—Lily. All of them loved
the pen and they envied me. They also asked me where they could buy it, but | did not tell them.

Unfortunately, a few days later, | lost my pen at school. | was upset. When | was doing homework
in class, | discovered that Lily was using a pen. It looked like mine. ‘No! It's MY pen! | thought. |
asked her why she took my pen, but she said that the pen was not mine. Her aunt bought it for
her. But | thought she was lying and | did not talk to her anymaore.

Ayear later, when | was cleaning my bedroom, | found my lost pen. It was lying in a corner of my
bedroom. At that time, | felt very regretful for | did not trust Lily, my best friend. | wanted to say
sorry to her, but it was too late. She had moved to another place two months ago.

I would not forgive myself and it would be the most regretful thing in my life. But, after that, I've
learnt to trust my friends.
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There are so many days
that are worth remembering

in my life. One of those worth recalling
experiences is joining a summer English
programme.

This year, | joined the same English
programme for the second time. We spoke
English all the time and enjoyed doing cheers
with other 180 students and teachers who
came from different countries. | learnt to pay
respect to people and not to laugh at them
when they made mistakes. Besides, | learnt
to be brave when | spoke English in front of a
huge audience. Moreover, | tried to cooperate
with other students to achieve some specific
missions in the tasks given. Through a wide
variety of collaborative games and lessons,
students and teachers became friends.
We shouted cheerfully, showed our spirit
energetically and we did cheers insanely! Of
course, we cried sadly when we bid farewell.

Recalling the first time | joined the programme
a few years ago, | was very afraid of speaking

My Unfgrgettable Learning Experience

CJoanna, Tsoi Hung-sze 5A1 %))

English. The teachers encouraged and treated
me like a friend. When | was confused due
to language barriers, they explained to me
patiently and clearly. It was a heartwarming
experience and it built my confidence to be an
active learner in English!

This year, my English has improved to a great
extent day after day and the friendship between
the teachers and me has been strengthened.
Also, | have found out more about the culture
of other countries. What an unforgettable
experience! Time flies and the programme
came to an end after one joyful month. Not
only did we have fun, but we also burst into
tears as we could not bring ourselves to finish
the wonderful programme and wanted to spend
some more fun learning time together.

It wasn't easy to say goodbye to the familiar
faces and learning activities. There had been
sunshine and rain, laughter and tears, and they
still exist in every corner of my mind and heart,
filled with all the sweet memories.




Animal Cgnservatign

Charlene, Mak Ka-yan 5A1

Nowadays, it is not uncommon to see a lot of terrible and donate money, | will encourage them to donate money

heartbreaking news about human demolishing the natural to some charitable organizations that promote animal

habitats of animals for profit making. Some of the news conservation. | think it's one of the ways to help animals.

reports further reveal that innocent animals are hunted

cruelly by some cold-blooded illegal hunters just because Furthermore, | think the government of developed

they want to earn more money. It is really a serious countries should cooperate and set up laws that forbid

problem and society should pay special attention to what illegal poaching and arrest illegal poachers. Stricter

we have to learn — animal conservation. measures may then decrease the frequency of illegal
poaching. Moreover, a humane and wealthy government

In my opinion, | agree we should take immediate action can also set a specific amount of donation in the tax

on animal conservation. My reason is, first of all, we system to contribute to world-leading conservation

should make a balance on the rights and needs between organizations such as WWF and Green Peace. They

animals and human beings, with regards to the food aim to protect the future of nature and they are willing to

chain. Secondly, | am sure that all lives are dependent protect the natural areas and wild species of plants and

and human cannot live normally without the existence of animals, including endangered animals. Hopefully, animals

other creatures. Moreover, it is extremely heartbreaking all over the world would benefit a lot from this.

to see these lovely animals hunted by illegal hunters.

Therefore, it is a must for us to conserve animals through Last but not least, it is indubitably important for human

actions. Actions speak louder than words. Here are some beings to save the earth by supporting animal conservation

of my solutions of helping the beloved animals through the as the first step. It is not just about saving the precious

cooperation of the government and individuals. lives of animals but most importantly, we should take the
responsibility of protecting

Let me separate my suggestions into two parts, namely animals as animals have

ourselves and the government. First of all, | think we already sacrificed a lot

should join some organizations and participate in activities because of the selfish

that advocate animal conservation. These can educate actions of human

people and increase their consciousness of conservation activities.
within a short time. For instance, they will be more aware
of the concept by visiting exhibitions or reading books
about conservation. In addition, if they have the ability to




Firstly, SOme news reports in the local papers
do not refle

Personal Opinions. Some reéporters do not
'éport incidents objectively because of their
position, €specially the pro-government and
anti-government Newspapers Which usually yse
Subjective Vocabulary jn news

'eports, such as

Charlie, | g Wing-yiy 68

Furthermore, Some reporterg lack ethics. They
get news Materijals by unprofessiong| and
unethica| ways. For example some reporters
lay the fingers on celebrities’ rubbish in order to
improve Circulation. That disturbs the celebrities



The restaurants that appear in The Michelin Guide always have first-class quality:
from superlative ingredients, distinctive dishes to exceptional cuisine. However,
as students, we do not think those are the places that we would like to go. Having
studied in Lai Chack Middle School for several years, we search for nice restaurants to

have lunch day in and day out. After a series of research and discussion, here comes
our own Michelin Guide — a handbook of
recommended food shops in the
neighbourhood of our
school.

Guess Where?

Look at the photos below. Can you guess what restaurants they are?




Australia Dairy Company 47 — 49 Parkes Street, Jordan
scramble egg, BBQ pork macaroni $40

This is a very traditional ‘cha chang tan’ offering customers only a few choices of food.
However, this is a must go restaurant as its signature dish is very delicious and it is set
at a reasonable price. The silk-like scramble egg is fluffy and buttery. The bread is mildly
sweet with a slightly firm texture. Together with the BBQ pork macaroni and the Hong
Kong style milk tea, you will feel refreshed after the meal. It is definitely a thumbs up!

Taste: A kR Kir Environment: s&%1ryy Service: *kRirr
Hygiene: f&#yrsr Value for money: k&%
o\ O
02

King Lam Chinege Noodle Restaurant
Sichuan rice noodles

)

Taste: Aty

. Envi .
Hygiene: #xwa v ironment: wa ey

Value for money: waw vy

Tsim Chai Kee Noodle 277 Temple Street, Jordan
wonton noodles $30

They only have three choices of food: beef balls, fish balls and wontons. Since this
restaurant is famous for its wonton, almost every customer likes to order one when he/
she comes in. Each bowl of noodles comes with three wontons. The filling is made of
pork and shrimp, and the portion is huge — each the size of a ping pong. The broth is
good and not too salty. The food is inexpensive. Overall, it is a nice place to have hot
bowls of noodles and good wontons.

Taste: kR hsr Environment: k&t Service: ¥k kitr
Hygiene: «#yrirse Value for money: sk k%

04
Sangria Steak House
steak, fries 163 Woosung Street, Jordan

$50

\ . Something differe >
house plays very nice background music rr;t;rom other restaurants is that Sangria Steak

Taste: wkkd s king the atmosphere cozy and relaxing.

. k Environment: aaa#
Hygiene: wasyrvy Value for money: *t;m} Service: wd sy

8-way Dumplings 30A Jordan Road
fried dumplings, boiled dumplings $30

There is a set meal which consists of 10 dumplings of one flavour and a bowl of soup.
The sweet corn soup is rich and creamy, with bits of ham and egg. The curry fried
dumplings are great. The curry sauce is still in the dumplings after being fried. This
restaurant is very famous in Taiwan. We can now enjoy some real Taiwanese food at a
relatively low price. It is a good place to have a light lunch.

Taste: *kk &y Environment: f&k &z Service: wk &1y
Hygiene: &k Value for money: f&k &z
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CHIEF CONSULTANT

Principal Mr Tsang Yau-shing

TEACHER CONSULTANTS

Ms Cherry, Wong Pik-yu

Ms Fion, Li Yun-moi

Ms Cheryl, Ng Ka-man

Ms Natalie, Chan Ching-han
Ms Jeannie, Fung Kwok-min
Ms Joanna, Wong Bik-fun
Mr Vincent, Lo Kiu-shun

Ms Sue, Wong Ka-suen

Ms Helen, Hui Man-wa

Ms Yoong Po-wah

Ms Helena, Lui Hung-heung
Ms Mandy, Li Yuen-man

Ms Maggie, Li Kit-sum

Mr Kwok Ming-chi

Mr Henry ,Wu Fung-wah

Ms Anna, Lee Hoi-tung

STUDENT MEMBERS

Annie, Lam On-ni 1A
Cammi, Tang Tsz-tan 2A
Echo, Wu Xin-xuan 3A

Can, Deng Yanqi 4A1

Zoe, Ho Shuk-yee 4A1
April, Lai Fong-nam 4A1
Dysis, Pan Yuging 4A1
Philip, Lau Chun-lam 4A1
Harry, Guo Xiaowei 4A1
Henry, Wong Ka-shing 4A1
Maya, Chan Yung-yung 4A1
Chloe, To Chui-yi 4A2
Joanna, Tsoi Hung-sze 5A1
Emily, Cheung Wai-chun 5A1
Charlene, Mak Ka-yan 5A1
Dennis, Kan Kam-shing 5A1
William, Li Yu 5A1

Terri, So Hing-yi 5A2

Jim Ho-yeung 5A2
Elizabeth, Keung Tieri-gikwan 5C
Emil, Yiu Chiu-cham 5C
Charlie, Lai Wing-yiu 6B
Iris, Lu Xiaoyi 7B

Mandy, Yu Ching-man 7B
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To know more about the English Department of LCMS,

please visit our school website at www.laichack.edu.hk o5




Address: 180 Canton Road, TST, Kowloon (Close,to’Austin|MTR{Station)
Tel: 27213086
Fax: 27215946

Web: http://www.laichack.edu.hk
Email: Icm-sch@hkedcity.net

All rights reserved © Lai Chack Middle Schooll



